Town Hall Meeting Summary
AgriWellness Conference, June 22, 2011

Dubuque, Iowa

A Town Hall Meeting has been a popular regular feature of all AgriWellness conferences.  The participants in these meetings have identified recommended new directions and action steps to improve the behavioral well-being of rural and agricultural people. The most recent Town Hall Meeting was held on June 22, 2011 at the Grand River Center in Dubuque, Iowa in conjunction with the “Navigating the Currents of Change” conference sponsored jointly by AgriWellness, Inc. and the National Association for Rural Mental Health.  Key recommendations included the following:

· Funds to implement the Farm and Ranch Stress Assistance Network should be appropriated by the U.S. Congress to provide the special behavioral healthcare supports needed by agricultural producers.

· The Affordable Care Act, passed in 2010 by the U.S. Congress, encourages rural behavioral healthcare service models, that if properly implemented, will improve the delivery of behavioral healthcare to rural people and those engaged in agriculture. 
· Strength-based approaches that better enable consumers to manage their own behaviors as much possible and which encourage peer supports are especially applicable in rural areas.
· AgriWellness and the National Association for Rural Mental Health should participate in Accountable Care Organization panels to implement the Affordable Care Act.

Michael R. Rosmann Ph.D.

AgriWellness, Inc. 7/11/2011
