Notes from the Town Hall Meeting
A highlight of the third biannual conference was a town hall meeting.  The tradition has developed over the three conferences to hold a town hall meeting to consider “next steps” in agricultural behavioral health.  Facilitated by Dr. J. Pat Hart, the meeting considered three specific questions:

· What are key issues to be addressed in agricultural behavioral health?

· How do we organize ourselves to address these issues?

· What resources are needed to address the issues and how do we secure these resources?

The discussion was lively and passionate.  Several persons testified that behavioral health supports are sorely needed for the agricultural population.  There is no strong constituency group that advocates for behavioral healthcare for the agricultural population.  Farmers, ranchers and farm workers recognize the need for assistance dealing with stress.  The issues are largely ignored by legislative representatives and the farm population until conditions become dire, such as the Farm Crisis of the 1980s.  

Three main conclusions were endorsed by the town hall meeting participants: 1) continue to hold this conference, for it is the only meeting of its kind in the country that focuses on the unmet needs for behavioral health assistance for the agricultural population and find a way to increase attendance; 2) create a federally funded stress assistance network for agricultural producers and laborers that supports the uninsured as well as the insured; and 3) the network could be part of the 2007 Federal Farm Bill.  

It was suggested that this group contact all the U.S. Senators and Members of the House of Representatives from the seven state Sowing the Seeds of Hope Region who serve on the Senate and House Agriculture Committees to enact these recommendations.  

Respectfully Submitted,

The AgriWellness Staff 
