Where We’re Going
AgriWellness, Inc.

AgriWellness, Inc. has been taking steps to build on the discussions from the Board strategic planning session held on February 11, 2007 and discussion from the Town Hall meeting held with Clock is Ticking conference participants on February 13, 2007.  
Utilizing Compassion Capital Fund resources, the seven Sowing the Seeds of Hope (SSoH) partners held state coalition meetings during the past year.  These meetings brought in traditional coalition partners as well as new members.  During the day-long, facilitated meetings, participants addressed issues of state capacity assessment, revenue formula development, and SSoH history.  The coalitions will continue to meet two to four times yearly in each state.  
In May 2007, AgriWellness and Sowing the Seeds of Hope received a three-year Rural Health Network Development Grant from the Office of Rural Health Policy.   With these funds, AgriWellness and Sowing the Seeds of Hope partners are focusing on four goals: 

1. Expand, refine and maintain the SSoH Regional Network organization to improve the behavioral health service supports for the agricultural population of the region.

2. Expand, refine and maintain the SSoH Regional Network’s centralized support services to improve the effectiveness of SSoH state partners and coalitions and other collaborating entities.

3. Expand, refine and maintain the SSoH Regional Network’s service complement to assure more comprehensive, culturally appropriate and accessible behavioral health services for the agricultural population of the region.

4. Refine, update and continue annual comprehensive, coordinated SSoH regional and state coalition revenue development and in-kind sustainability strategy.

Next steps:  The AgriWellness independent evaluator is visiting each state partner in order to determine how each partner collects and tracks SSoH data.  After these visits, the independent evaluator and AgriWellness staff will work together to revise the data collection and reporting system.

In August 2007, AgriWellness received pilot project funding from the Great Plains Center for Agricultural Health (GPCAH).  This project, "Do Farm Crisis Services Affect Farmer Suicide: A Comprehensive Evaluation," will develop a comprehensive research proposal to evaluate farm crisis services in selected states throughout the country. This project will also develop and apply a key evaluation instrument: a survey of behavioral health services in agricultural states. 

The Town Hall participants discussed implementing a type of Employee Assistance Plan for agricultural workers.  This approach was discussed as a way to ease the burden caused by expensive health insurance options for farmers.   The Town Hall conversation was the basis for the development of Farm and Ranch Stress Assistance Network (FRSAN) proposal.  The FRSAN will support a network of farmer-friendly crisis hotlines with follow-up behavioral health services in seven states.  The FRSAN proposal includes funding for an extensive evaluation. AgriWellness has also been working to educate legislators, partners, and others about the Farm and Ranch Stress Assistance Network (FRSAN).  The FRSAN is currently before the U.S. Senate and House of Representatives’ Agriculture Committees as a provision of the 2007 Farm Bill.

Next steps:  AgriWellness and its partners are monitoring the FRSAN amendment during House and Senate discussions.

SSoH partners continue to meet once a month, and more often as necessary, via conference telephone call.  The partners met in-person during a strategic planning session held February 18-20, 2008, at Kansas City, MO.   The partners added three additional board members who represent ethnic minority populations in agriculture.
